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MS. BASTEDENBECK: The time is now 1123 


hours. My name is Christine Bastedenbeck. 
I work for the New York City Fire 
Department. Today I'm conducting an 


interview with the following individual. 


Please state your name, rank, title, 
your assigned command area of the Fire 


Department. 


,LEUTENANT MEDJUCK: Bruce Medjuck, 
Lieutenant, assigned to EMS operations. 

MS. BASTEDENBECK: Also present at the 
interview today is -- 

MR. ECCLESTON: Christopher Eccleston 
of the New York City Fire Department, World 
Trade disaster task force. 

Q. Lieutenant Medjuck, we're going to ask 


you if you could please give us a synopsis of the 


events that happened September llth, 2001, in 


regards to yourself. 


A. Okay. Begin? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I don't know. Tuesday morning I was 
up -- actually I had done my little tasks in the 


office, some small tasks. Then I had come 
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upstairs to the office of medical affairs, and I 


was talking to Paramedic Delgado when we received 


a phone call from a representative of the New 
York State Department of Health. Mr. Farrell 


called in and asked us what was going on at the 


World Trade Center. We were completely unaware 
of what was going on. It had to be about 8:30, 
quarter to 9. We were not sure what time it was. 

So we walked over to Laurie Santo, who 
was sitting at a computer that had CAD and we 
looked it up, the call, and she said that a plane 
had just hit the World Trade Center. 

So at that point Dr. Cherson walked 
over and told Manny, "Let's go." The pagers 
started going off, that the plane had just hit, 
you know, the group pager. 

So I actually ran downstairs to the 


office. By the time I ran back to operations, 


Lieutenant Mann and Lieutenant Nevins were 


getting radios from Lieutenant Frick and they 


were running out of the building. 


So Captain Olszewski and I -- I grabbed 


a set of radios and all of my equipment. We went 


downstairs to Captain Olszewski's car, which was 
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parked in the outdoor parking lot. We got into 
one of the Chevy Luminas. I'm not sure of the 
number. 


I had called the RCC supervisor, which 


was Lieutenant Vitale at the time, and asked her 
to log us on, responding into the incident. We 


actually had to respond there down Flatbush 


Avenue without my lights and sirens trying to get 
through traffic. 

Janice was driving, and we got into 
the -- they let us onto the Brooklyn Bridge. 
There was nothing on the Brooklyn Bridge. There 
were just emergency vehicles, all unmarked 
emergency vehicles responding in front of us. 

I would note as we were coming out of 
the girder part of the Brooklyn Bridge just as 
you could see it clearing. We saw when we first 
started to go over the Brooklyn Bridge, the 
building smoking, tower one smoking, heavy black 
smoke coming out. Just as we came out of the 
bridge, we could see again the towers also with 


the plane come and slam into tower two. 


n 


[There was like a little bit of delay, 


and then all of a sudden this fire ball just shot 
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out of the opposite side of the tower. When we 
saw -- I said to Janice: Did you see that, did 
you see that? She said no, I had my hands on the 
steering wheel; I'm watching the road. 


So we came off of the bridge, and we 


actually went straight onto Chambers Street, 


where we came out. You know how the bridge lets 


you off by Chambers Street. We were trying to 


cut through all this traffic on Chambers Street 
in a car without any lights or sirens. Janice is 
driving as best as she could. 

We cut across to West Street, and on 
West Street we cut left and went over to Vesey. 
By that time there were emergency vehicles all 
over the place. I told Janice just park the car 


on the corner of West and Vesey, which I marked 


on the map with a 1 next to it. We parked 


actually on the southwest corner. 


We got out, and just as we got out of 


the car we had noticed -- we went right up to 
Chief Gombo who was there already. He was with 
Ross Terranova. Ross was operating the radio. 
Lieutenant Davila was just coming up to talk to 


Chief Gombo, along with Captain Pinkus. 
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Who else? I think that was really it 


for supervisors. I noticed out of the corner of 


my eye Chief Ganci's driver/aide Steve Mosiello. 


He was there. 


Chief Gombo told myself and Janice -- 


he said something and then Rene Davila 
disappeared. Chief Gombo told myself and Janice 
to go over to the other side of the building on 
Church Street and set up a triage area, which was 
at the corner of Church and Fulton on the 
southeast corner, which I marked by a number 2. 
We were right in front of the Millennium Hotel. 
Then Lieutenant Davila came over there, 
and we were pretty much working out the 
logistics -- I mean, there were a lot of patients 


coming out of the buildings, a lot of people 


coming out, mostly with minor stuff going on. We 


were trying to organize what was going on, but 


there was just so much going on so quickly that 


we really didn't have a chance to really get a 


whole treatment and triage area established. 


I do remember when we were coming over 
from West and Vesey we went down -- we went east 


on Vesey Street. I remember just as we came past 
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the PATH train by Seven World Trade, the entrance 


to the PATH train over there, just as we came out 


from underneath that underpass right there, we 


saw a whole bunch of what I thought -- and I 
don't know but I thought was airplane parts, 
pieces of the airplane. 

I commented to Janice -- I was 
commenting in my own words about all of this -- 
all these pieces of plane that were hanging 
out -- that were just laying on the ground. 

I got over to the other side. We set 
up the area. I remember there were people coming 
up asking us if they could help, people that were 
trained, doctors and nurses. Everybody was 
volunteering to help. They were just dragging 
people out to us in the area there. 


I remember that Dr. Cherson came up at 


some point with Manny Delgado, helping us out 


over there. There were a whole bunch of units. 


I remember the Beekman unit was there. There 


were BLS units. Cabrini was there, New York 
Hospital. Cornell was there. There were som 
EMS units. I remember Alex Loudski being there, 


doing some tracking for Lieutenant Davila. 
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And then I remember someone coming up 


to me and telling me they were 49 Henry, a haztac 


truck, and they took out their hazmat tape and 


they cordoned off the whole area. We started to 


get people who weren't patients, throwing them 


out of the area and just bringing patients in 


there. 


Let me see what else. There were a 
whole bunch of people coming over to us, units 
just coming in and telling us that they were 
helping us out. And I really don't remember all 
the units because there was -- a lot of it's a 
blur. 

I remember them telling us that some 


cops came out of the building -- after we had 


started to establish in this chaotic area, a 


triage area. Even though it was chaotic, we 


still had some -- something going on there. We 


had divided all the stable people and all the 


critical people. We were taking and moving out 


the critical people as they came. We wer 


actually starting to move out the stable people, 


some of the stable people, also. 


I remember cops coming out of the World 
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Trade Center saying that there were a whole bunch 
of people stuck in an elevator shaft and that 


they needed us to go in there and bring them out. 


We were like you have to bring them out to us. 


Some ESU cops -- the next thing I 
remember was quickly getting from one of the 


medics reevaluating patients and who really 


was -- we did a whole re-triaging the critical 
and non-critical patients. 

I remember them then bringing out this 
lady on a door that they had made a makeshift 
long board for her. They put her on the board, 
and she had burns on her and she had this back 
injury. 


I remember Dr. Cherson saying that we 


have no time, because there was a doctor there 


also that wanted to do, you know, multi traumas 


with sterile -- with water and everything for the 


burns. Dr. Cherson was saying, we need to get 


these critical patients out of here, go to the 
hospital. 


I remember there was a lot of -- and 


you couldn't control it. A lot of -- as 


ambulances were coming in, patients, they weren't 
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even getting to the triage area but they were 


just getting loaded up with patients and going. 


I remember Commissioner Drury coming up 


to me and saying to me, "Where is the command 


post?" I sent him to the other side to West 


Street. 


Cops coming and helping. Everyone was 
just coming and helping, but it was so chaotic. 
Actually now it's kind of like really a blur. 

Then I just remember that, distinct 
noise like an airplane being on a runway and it's 
ready to take off. I heard the loud roaring of 
like the engines, and I thought another plane was 
hitting the building. 

Someone yelled run. I looked up, and 


the top of the tower I saw was starting to move 


over. It was bending like it was going to come 
down. Everybody started running. I ran up the 
block, and I didn't know what to do. I was all 


confused. I mean, everyone was running. People 


were falling on the floor. Nobody was helping to 


do anything. Everybody was just running for 
their life. 


I know I made it about a third of the 
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way up the block, and I went to go get underneath 


a car, the trunk area of the car. I slid 


underneath there. And as I slid underneath 


there, this big blast just came and knocked me 
down the rest of the way. 

I remember my helmet falling off, and I 
was in the fetal position underneath the car. As 
I turned my head to see what was going on, to see 
if I could see underneath the car, because I 
really didn't know what was happening, I thought 
a plane had actually hit the building, a third 
plane. It was just this huge blast of smoke that 
hit me in the face, white smoke. Then it was 
pitch-black. I couldn't even see. 

I didn't think I was going to die from 
stuff falling; I thought I was going to die from 
the asphyxiation. It was just incredible. I 
couldn't breathe. I was trying to spit this 
stuff out. I'm feeling around for my helmet 
because I really don't know what's going on. 

I looked over my shoulder. It's 


pitch-black, and I remember seeing this ball of 


flames shooting down the street, and then it just 


sucked right back into itself. It went away. 
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Then it started to clear up. 

There was a lady in front of me leaning 
underneath the car, and I asked the lady if she 
was okay. She kept saying to me: No, I'm not 
okay, no, I'm not okay. I didn't know, if she 
wasn't okay, I couldn't do anything really for 
her. 


So I had gotten up, out from underneath 


the car, and I looked around. It was still white 
smoke, like you couldn't breathe. For some 
reason I walked back towards the Trade Center, 
and I walked in the whole area that we had just 
had the triage area. I remember leaving people 
there, the critical people that couldn't walk, 
that they dragged out and they weren't there 


anymore. Nothing. 


Ambulances were trashed over ther 
There were cars that were parked in the middle of 
the street, marked, unmarked police cars. I 
don't know who they belonged to. Things were 


just crushed and blown out. 


I was walking around. I was walking 


towards the Trade Center, and someone -—- an EMT 


came up to me and kept on saying, Bruce, are you 
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okay, are you okay. It was Jai Zion of Battalion 
4. Iwas like yeah, I'm okay, I'm okay. 
He said come with me. I said no, I've 


got to look for everybody. I've got to start to 


regroup everybody. He's said no, come with me, 
come with me. I really don't have time for this. 
I said you go and come with me to the area. 

Then I started walking back up the 
block in the opposite direction of the Trade 
Center, and I ran into -- the first one that I 
ran into that I knew was Bill Melarango, 
Lieutenant Melarango. I saw him. He was walking 
up the block. He turned around and walked up the 
block. 

Then I ran into -- at the corner of 
Broadway and Fulton, I ran into Jay Swithers. I 
also remember running into Bonnie -- I don't know 
what Bonnie's last name is. She works down in 
BHS. She's a medic who worked down in BHS. I 
don't know what her last name was. I remember 
running into her, and she was helping someone 
walk. 

I got on the radio at this point, 


because I had a radio with me. I told them -- I 
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heard Captain Sickles on the radio, talking on 


the radio now. I told him that we were 


regrouping and we were now at Broadway and Fulton 


for a triage area. 
We found an ambulance that was just 


driving into the area, and we stopped them. We 


had a whole bunch of people just coming to the 


ambulance. People were bringing out stuff from 
stores, wheel barrows, garbage cans filled with 
water and drink and stuff like that. 

I remember going into the ambulance 
looking for a mask, and I couldn't find one. So 
I took a cravat and I tied it around my face like 
a bandanna so I wouldn't get killed by this 
smoke. 

I don't even know how long we were 


there. I remember Captain Sickles on the radio 


telling us that we needed resources over ther 


I remember seeing a fireman riding a motorcycle 
coming -- driving down there. 

I was talking to Jai and trying to say 
to Jai I lost Janice, I lost Phil Ashby. He was 


a medic that was with us. You know, all the 


people that I didn't know where they wer 
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Anybody who was with us in our triage area, I had 


no clue as to where they wer 
Then I ran into Dr. Cherson, and he's 
like where's Manny Delgado? We couldn't find 


Manny. We were looking for Manny. So we were 


like let's get this triage area and we'll find 
him. So now we were getting the triage area back 
in order, and he was helping us out. 

We didn't know what was going on really 
with anybody. I remember seeing Car 33 pull up 
and Lieutenant Mendez was in the car and 
Dr. Garcia was in the car. I don't know who 
else. And Jai was there and his ambulance crew. 
I remember St. John's paramedics were there in 
this area. 

We were getting overwhelmed with 


patients. We were just throwing patients into 


the ambulance. There were people coughing up, 


lying on the ground there. 


Then before -- all I know is that 
someone yelled another building -- the next 
building -- the other building's coming down. I 


didn't even hear the rumble this time. I just 


started running. I ran up a block. I didn't 
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know what block at the time it was, but I figured 
out afterwards where I came out. I ran up Ann 
street. 

I was running up Ann Street, and there 
was a bay door open, a loading dock bay door. I 


saw a few people running in there, and I ran in 


there. I ran in, kept running into the bay. I 


rested on like the step where the trucks back up 


into to make it level. 


I remember them yelling close the door, 
close the door, close the door. All I know is I 
looked over my shoulder and I saw that big 
mushroom cloud coming in the door again. I 


jumped up on the bay, on the dock, and I ran into 


the building with all these other people running 


into the building. 


I just kept running, down -- everybody 
was running down two stories. I was running down 
two stories with them. We went into the 


basement, and I remember ety was with us. 


It was just me and him in this building. I told 


=a -- I said, come on, we've got to go back 
upstairs. He said I'm not going back upstairs, I 


can't, I can't. Okay, stay down here, I'm going 
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to go upstairs and check it out. 
We couldn't find our way out of the 


building. We eventually came out in some diner 


that was part of the building, a little 


restaurant, that was part of the building. 


Everybody was in there: cops, people -- I 


remember I ran into a traffic agent telling me 


that she was having an asthma attack. I told her 


to just sit there, relax, I don't have any 
equipment with me. 

Then I came out of the building and I 
was like -- now it was a ghost town. I mean, 
after the second tower came down, Broadway -- 
there were cars, emergency vehicles all over the 
place, but there was nobody to be found. 


So I walked out. Again I ran into 


Dr. Cherson, for the second time. Every time a 


tower dropped, I'd find him. He was the only one 


that I would find. So this time I decided to 


stick with him. 


We found Pat Scaringello there. He was 
walking around in a daze. I said come on. I 
hear on the radio -- now I'm not talking on the 


radio. My battery is going dead. It's 
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beeping -- it was one of those new radios. It 
was beeping away. I told him that I heard them 


on the radio anyone south of the event should go 


to the ferry terminal; everybody north should go 


to Chelsea Piers. 
So I was like -- we're right smack in 
the middle. Let's start making our way. I told 


Dr. Cherson and Scaringello let's start making 


our way to the ferry terminal. So we said, you 
know what, we're not taking any chances. I said 
let's walk along the water so it's all clear. 

So I remember we started walking the 
wrong way. We were walking north on Broadway, 
because we really didn't know where we were. I 


worked lower Manhattan. I remember the Brooklyn 


Bridge. I remember people coming off. 
I remember we started to walk north on 


Broadway, and we saw this unmarked car -- we 


didn't know who it belonged to and a cop, an 


ESU cop, in the car in the passenger seat not 


moving. We were banging on the window. He 


didn't do anything. We opened the door, and he 


was in there petrified. We just closed the door 


and left him. 
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We had seen an ambulance come over. 


They were going back to Brooklyn. They were 


getting out of there. Then we started walking in 


the right direction, and we walked up some 


street. I don't even know what street we walked 


up. I think it was Fulton Street. W nded up 


walking up, me, Dr. Cherson and Pat Scaringello, 


walking up Fulton Street to the east side to the 
seaport. 

We found the St. John's medics -- we 
found the ambulance from St. John's. There was 
nobody in it, and it was running. 

Then we were walking up to where we 
found Manny Delgado right by Beekman Hospital. 


He was in that little square by Fulton Street -- 


and I don't even know what the heck the name of 
the street was. We found him standing there. So 
we got him together, and Pat. 

Then we hiked it. First I went to the 
ER to see who was in the ER. I saw a lot of 
ambulances there. I was trying to gather 
everybody to get them. But none of them were our 


ambulances. They all belonged to the volunteers. 


I walked inside to the ER, and it was a 
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madhouse in the ER, people all over the place. I 
remember saying you know what, I can't do 
anything here, there's nobody from us. So I 


walked out with Scaringello and left him there. 


He didn't want to come with us to the ferry 
terminal. 


So me, Manny and the doctor hiked it to 


the ferry terminal, and that's where we found 
Chief Basile standing there with Louie Cook. We 
were talking with him, and he said that we were 
putting together a treatment area up on the 
second floor of the ferry terminal, and he put me 
in charge of it, going to put it all together 
with Lisa Desena. She was the ALS coordinator 


for Division 4. 


So we were there. We set up everything 
over there. We set up everything over there, and 
we were just people were coming in dribs and 
drabs, but mor mergency personnel. They were 


making this a staging area. 


That was it. I mean, we stayed ther 


until like 4:00. They brought food in. I ran 


into EMT Zion again. I mean, there were no real 


specifics going on there. That was the first 
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time I ran into Chief McCracken. The first time 
was there where I ran into him with Pauline 
Cronin. 

I got to use the phone for the first 


time. His phone was the only phone. I tried on 


my cell phone to make phone calls to tell someone 


I was okay. I couldn't get through. So I 


finally got through on Chief McCracken's phone. 


I called here and spoke to Kathleen McCrory to 
call my wife and my mother to tell them I was 
okay. 

A lot of people were coming into the 
ferry terminal. I remember that off of the 
boats -- firemen were coming off of the boats 


from Staten Island. We set up a whole treatment 


and triage area over ther 


And we stayed there until like 4:00. 


Then we wanted to get out of there. So I left 


Chief Basile, Louie Cook, Chief Villani was there 


and a whole bunch of other people. We decided it 
was time for us to leave. 

Me, Manny and the doctor found his car. 
We walked back to Broadway and Fulton, found his 


car and drove his car out of there and went to 
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Battalion 4 to clean up. Some guy cleaned our 


car for us at Battalion 4. We were in 

Dr. Cherson's car, because the car I drove over 

there, I have no idea what had happened to it. 
They told us -- after we got done at 

Battalion 4 and making phone calls -- because 


they actually had phones working at the time. I 


remember calling the office here, and this was 


like after 4:00 already. 

So then I -- what did we do? We were 
coming back to Metrotech here after 4:00, and 
they told us on the radio that they wanted us to 
go to Chambers and West Street to the command 
post there. So we drove back there, and we 
stayed there till -- I stayed there till like 
10:00 at night. 


Dr. Cherson was doing what he had to 


do. Manny Delgado, about five minutes before me, 
caught a ride back to Metrotech. I caught a ride 
back. I took Chief McCracken's car back to 
Metrotech at 10:00 at night with Lieutenant 


Cronin. There was someone else in the car with 


us; I can't remember who. Some Chief's aide came 


back with us? I don't remember who came back 
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with us here to Metrotech. 


We cleaned off the car. They brought 
me back in here and it was like go downstairs, 
get into uniform, take a shower. Then I took a 
shower and went home, and that was it for the 
day. 


o think about the people, all the EMTs 


that were lost and the medics that were lost in 


the World Trade Center, were all from our one 
triage area. And I don't know whether it was 
after the first collapse or the second collapse, 
because I never saw them -- I never saw anybody 
from our triage area after the first collapse. 


I was like I don't even know why I 


didn't go I never went back to West Street. I 
remember things like Captain Olszewski telling me 
in the triage area, maybe it would be a good idea 


to move the triage area back a little bit and I 


told her no, everything looked like it was 


starting to get organized. We wanted to set up a 


staging area, and we had set one up and it wasn't 
working because units were coming in from all 


over the place and just parking all over the 


street. 
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So I said well, let's just leave them 


park on Church Street. Janice said all that 
debris down there. I said that's the whole 


point, nobody's going to go down into that area 


because -- this was before the buildings 
collapsed. There's debris there, but there's 
like no one going over that area. So that would 


be a good area to start parking the ambulances, 


because I had seen the command car from Battalion 
4 parked there. 

I don't know. I think that's -- you 
run in with Dr. -- with other people. You start 
talking to them. Like I was talking to Jay 
Swithers, telling me when I saw him, you know, 


that things had occurred that I don't even 


remember, because people were asking me like the 


most ridiculous things like are any ACRs being 


done on these patients, any tracking being done 
on these patients. 

I was like you guys have got to be 
kidding. Like who really cares about that right 
now? There were so many patients there, we have 
no way of tracking them, you know. I couldn't 


believe supervisors were actually asking me these 
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questions. I was like to hell with it. You get 


your tracking done at another time. 


I remember Amy Monroe in our triage 


area. I remember she was in charge of the 


transportation end of it. Everybody who had 


transportation, Captain Olszewski told her to 


take transportation for our area. So she was 


handling that. 

I don't know. It's all like kind of a 
blur. The worst part about it is just 
remembering that thick, black smoke and that you 
couldn't breathe in it and worrying what was 
going to happen to me, am I going to die right 
here and now. 

The other thing that went through my 


mind was after I realized it was a terrorist 


attack, when the building came down, I didn't 
know it was the building coming -- I thought a 


third plane had hit the building, causing the 


building to come down. The things that went 


through my mind was there chemical warfare going 


on now. I mean, what's going on? I didn't 
realize -- I had no concept of what was going on. 


So many things going through your head. 
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That was really about it, that I 


remember. Little things that I don't remember, 


someone -- how people tell you about it and you 


just -- oh, yeah, that did happen. They refresh 


your memory. But that's about all that I can 


remember from my memory right now. 
Q. Anything else you wanted to add, Bruce? 


A. No. 


MS. BASTEDENBECK: This concludes our 


interview with Lieutenant Bruce Medjuck. 
The time now is 1155 hours. 


Thanks, Bruce. 


